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that is exactly what will happen if it
should become law.

If that bill passes, what will happen
to older Americans who qualify for
Medicare but still need access to crit-
ical health services? We know that in-
surance companies would likely be al-
lowed to charge older Americans much
higher premiums under the Republican
plan. Remember, it used to be capped.
The cost for older Americans used to be
capped. It is now being estimated that
Americans between the ages 55 and 64
would pay some of the highest in-
creases. That increase would be $5,200
more per year. Standard & Poor’s actu-
ally estimated that premiums for a 64-
year-old could increase by 30 percent
under the Republican bill that passed
the House.

The Congressional Budget Office
noted in their report on the House Re-
publican health care plan that ‘‘al-
though the agencies expect that the
legislation would increase the number
of uninsured broadly, the increase
would be disproportionately large
among older people with lower in-
comes, particularly people between 50
and 64 years of age with incomes of less
than 200 percent of the Federal poverty
level.” Think about that for a second.
Executives of insurance companies,
pharma companies—the richest will get
tax breaks into the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, but the poorest folks,
the elderly in our community, accord-
ing to the CBO, would see their costs
g0 up considerably.

The New Jersey Hospital Association
noted that ‘‘under current law, a 64-
year-old making $26,500 a year will pay
an average of $1,700 in annual pre-
miums.” Under the AHCA—the Repub-
lican plan in the House—that same in-
dividual making just above minimum
wage will pay, under their plan, be-
tween $13,600 and $16,100 in premiums.
That is the increase for older Ameri-
cans, working Americans. That is the
increase.

We know that as more older Ameri-
cans lose their health coverage and in
turn enter Medicare in worse health,
our entire Medicare system is made
weaker and less solvent.

If this bill passes, what happens to
older Americans who have already
spent their life savings in nursing
homes? We know that right now for
elder Americans in nursing homes,
Medicaid actually covers the cost of
two out of three of those individuals.

I will quote from a piece that ran
just this past weekend in the New York
Times: ‘“Roughly one in three people
now turning 65 will require nursing
home care at some point during his or
her life.”

Over three-quarters of long stay
nursing home residents will eventually
be covered by Medicaid.

Many American voters think Med-
icaid is only for low-income adults and
their children, for people who aren’t
“like them.” But Medicaid is not some-
body else’s insurance; it is an insur-
ance for all of our mothers and fathers
and eventually for ourselves.
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I continue the quote:

Mr. Trump and the Republicans would
lower spending on the frailest and most vul-
nerable people in our healthcare system.
They would like most Americans to believe
that these cuts will not affect them, only
their ‘‘undeserving neighbors,”” but that
hides the truth that draconian cuts to Med-
icaid affect all of our families. They are a di-
rect attack on our elderly or disabled and
are dangerous.

I want to wrap up with this con-
cluding thought: We know right now
that we are at a turning point in our
country, that the process that has
made this deliberative body known
throughout the land, throughout hu-
manity—that this deliberative body is
about to alter its tradition and have a
bill that affects tens of millions of
Americans done and crafted in a back
room without public input and rushed
to this floor. That is what the process
is right now.

As Martin Luther King said in a
speech to the medical community for
human rights in 1966, ‘‘Of all the forms
of inequality, injustice in health care
is the most shocking and inhumane.”

This bill will perpetuate injustice in
our Nation. It will further the gulf be-
tween the haves and have-nots. But it
does not just target the vulnerable, the
elderly, the poor; it targets all of us. It
targets our character as a country, our
highest ideals, the very core of many,
if not all, of our States. The least of
these. The least of these.

We cannot allow this legislation that
will so hurt our country to be crafted
in darkness behind closed doors. It sub-
verts a mighty tradition of the world’s
most deliberative body to be rushed
through and cause so much damage to
s0 many Americans and indeed the
very soul of our country.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
CRUZ). The Senator from Indiana.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

(Mr.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. M. LYNNE CORN

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I would
like to take the opportunity to submit
to the RECORD of the U.S. Senate a
statement to celebrate the career of
public service of Dr. M. Lynne Corn,
offer my heartfelt congratulations on
the occasion of her retirement from the
Congressional Research Service, and
wish her happiness and prosperity in
the next chapter of her life.

For over three decades, Dr. Corn
dedicated the better portion of her pro-
fessional career to serving the Congress
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of the United States from within the
halls of the Library of Congress. As a
specialist in the study of natural re-
sources, Federal land management,
earth sciences, agriculture, and endan-
gered, species recovery, she has guided
and informed the decisionmaking of
countless Members of Congress and
Senators, and their staffs, on the
major, related issues of her time.

As a Senator representing the State
of Utah and as a Westerner, her policy
acumen has on countless occasions
aided legislative efforts that have had
a substantial impact on my constitu-
ency. She has served as an invaluable
guide in the drafting of legislation and
helped inform some of the most dif-
ficult votes I have cast, and I can say
without question that she has helped
guide the process of passing some of
the most difficult pieces of legislation
into law. As well, as some of my most
senior staff can attest, she leaves her
position with a reputation of being
among the most informed and insight-
ful research and policy advisors on
Capitol Hill.

Let the record show that Dr. Corn
began working at the Congressional
Research Service in 1985, after having
served for almost 6 years in a congres-
sional office, including as an AAAS—
American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science—congressional science
fellow from 1979 to 1980. Dr. Corn came
to Capitol Hill after sharing her enthu-
siasm for the ecology of all types of
animals and plants with students at
Middlebury College, VT; Stockton
State College, NJ; and Arizona State
University.

Dr. Corn adeptly transitioned from
pedagogy to informing congressional
deliberations on policy development,
especially related to the Endangered
Species Act. Although her doctoral re-
search at Harvard University was re-
lated to a tropical ant species, Con-
gress put her biological expertise to
work researching and writing on the
Pacific Northwest’s spotted owl and
the species and habitat of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. Dr. Corn also
became an expert in various conserva-
tion related trust funds, as well as the
Payments in Lieu of Taxes program,
which is critical to the rural inhab-
itants of my home state of Utah. Dr.
Corn excelled in the use of visual aids,
such as maps, to explain complex
issues to congressional audiences.

But the work of a congressional re-
searcher can sometimes be more light-
hearted. I will share one incident, as it
has been told to me, when it was the
staff that provided the visual aid. Dr.
Corn was asked to come to a Senate of-
fice to identify a dead snake coiled in
a coffee tin. Upon examination, she
identified the snake, a corn snake, just
as the Senator walked into the office.
As a country-raised man, he knew well
the species that was native to his re-
gion, and a memorable conversation
with the Senator followed, about the
quiddities of that particular species,
which both the Senator and Dr. Corn
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had caught on multiple occasions.
When I learned of this incident, it
struck me uniquely because, as it turns
out, this incident occurred in the office
of a former President Pro Tempore of
the Senate, Senator Robert Byrd. I can
say that those are the types of mo-
ments that make our jobs worthwhile.

I will conclude with what is perhaps
most important: Dr. Corn has served
her country and worked with her col-
leagues in Congress with a unique cha-
risma that has so often breathed life
into the absolutely critical, but some-
times tedious task of researching pol-
icy decisions and legislation. By way of
an example, there is something reveal-
ing about the word ‘‘critters’—which
she so often used—that reflects not
only the authentic passion that she
held for her subject area, but also her
flare for artfully transforming arcane
concepts into digestible and actionable
information, which is a distinguished
trait that Members of Congress so ap-
preciably rely upon.

Again I reiterate my gratitude for
Dr. Corn’s service, and I wish her a
blessed and relaxing future, with her
dearly beloved dogs, as she departs
from her career in the Congressional
Research Service.

————

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN SARA A.
JOYNER

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, today I
honor a superb leader, liaison, and war-
rior. After more than 2 years of service
as Director of the Navy Senate Liaison
Office, CAPT Sara Annette Joyner is
very deservedly moving on and moving
up to assume the responsibilities of a
rear admiral, lower half. On this occa-
sion, I believe it is fitting to recognize
Captain Joyner’s distinguished service
and dedication to fostering the rela-
tionship between the U.S. Navy and
this Chamber.

Captain Joyner is a 1989 graduate of
the U.S. Naval Academy. An attack
pilot by designation, Captain Joyner
has not only been training and teach-
ing to fight aerial adversaries, she has
been attacking history. Call sign
““Clutch,” Captain Joyner is a
groundbreaking leader, as the Navy’s
first female strike fighter squadron
commanding officer at VFA-105 and
the first female Carrier Air Wing Com-
mander at CVW-3 aboard the USS
Harry S. Truman. Captain Joyner has
held numerous other leadership posi-
tions in the Navy, including assign-
ment as the joint strike fighter re-
quirements officer, with the CNO’s
strategic studies group, and most re-
cently as director, Navy Senate liaison,
from 2015 to 2017.

Over the course of the last 3 years,
Captain Joyner has led 37 Congres-
sional Delegations to 47 different coun-
tries. She has escorted 44 Members of
Congress and over 48 personal and pro-
fessional staff members. I have had the
pleasure of traveling with Captain
Joyner on many of these trips. She has
distinguished herself by going above
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and beyond the call of duty to facili-
tate and successfully execute each and
every trip, despite any number of
weather, aircraft, and diplomatic com-
plications.

This Chamber will feel Captain
Joyner’s absence. I join many past and
present Members of Congress in my
gratitude and appreciation to Captain
Joyner for her outstanding leadership
and unwavering support of the mis-
sions of the U.S. Navy, and especially
to her patient and supportive family,
Commander James ‘‘Bud’” Mitchell
Joyner, Sara Elizabeth Joyner, and
Mark Samuel Joyner, I wish ‘‘fair
winds and following seas.”

———

TRIBUTE TO CHERYL BULLOCK

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I
wish to commend Cheryl Bullock as
she retires from public service. Cheryl
has honorably served the people of
Pennsylvania for 9 years through her
role as my southeastern Pennsylvania
regional director. She has been a valu-
able asset to my office, the city of
Philadelphia, and the Commonwealth.

Prior to joining my office, Cheryl
spent the majority of her career with
WPHL-TV. Cheryl spent over 20 years
with the station handling media buys
and marketing for local and national
advertisers, including sports sponsor-
ships and advertising with the Phila-
delphia Phillies, Flyers, and 76ers. Her
tenacity and infectious laugh made her
a natural at WPHL. She was later ap-
pointed governor of the Philadelphia
Advertising Club from 2012 through
2014 after they recognized her strong
leadership and dedication to her
work—in and outside of the office.

Upon her departure from WPHL-TV,
Cheryl transitioned to the public rela-
tions team within the Community Col-
lege of Philadelphia. From 2007 to 2008,
Cheryl managed strategic messaging,
communications, and campus activi-
ties and events—skills she later uti-
lized throughout her work for the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania. Due to her cre-
ative nature and way with words, she
was trusted to write multiple articles
for three community college publica-
tions.

In addition to her professional pur-
suits, Cheryl has held leadership roles
in several organizations geared towards
community empowerment and service.
Cheryl served as the vice president of
Philadelphia Chapter of the Links, In-
corporated, as well as president of the
National Coalition of 100 Black
Women. The National Coalition of 100
Black Women was created to establish
a leadership forum for Black women
from all geopolitical and socio-
economic groups. Cheryl’s service with-
in these organizations is a clear dem-
onstration of her long-standing com-
mitment to improving the lives of oth-
ers.

Over the course of the last 9 years,
the Commonwealth has benefited from
Cheryl’s thoughtful guidance, driven
attitude, attention to detail, and over-
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all leadership. We will all miss her pas-
sion for service and commitment to
helping others. I wish Cheryl well in
her retirement as she plans to spend
more time with her husband, George,
and son Jordan.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. WICKER:

S. 1377. A bill to remove the limitation on
certain amounts for which large non-rural
hospitals may be reimbursed under the
Healthcare Connect Fund of the Federal
Communications Commission, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. ROUNDS:

S. 1378. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to require an element in
preseparation counseling for members of the
Armed Forces on assistance and support
services for caregivers of certain veterans
through the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr. LEE,
Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. SCOTT):

S. 1379. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permit fellowship and
stipend compensation to be saved in an indi-
vidual retirement account; to the Committee
on Finance.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 58
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 58, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the
excise tax on high cost employer-spon-
sored health coverage.
S. 203
At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) and the Senator from Alas-
ka (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 203, a bill to reaffirm
that the Environmental Protection
Agency may not regulate vehicles used
solely for competition, and for other
purposes.
S. 207
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
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